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Kitchen 
Preliminary Work 

 
 

235. Clear countertops of practically everything (Buyers don’t want to see a clutter of small appliances, gadgets, etc) 

236. Feel free to leave out a couple items to be used for staging – if they compliment the décor 

237. Clean refrigerator inside and out, squeaky clean is essential (they will look inside the refrigerator) 

238. Clean Stove top, inside oven w/oven cleaner, and clean racks (or run self clean and wipe out) 

239. Clean microwave inside and out 

240. Scrub inside dishwasher if there are stains or grime & run a dishwasher cleaner through a cycle  

241. Clean vents and exhaust hoods (remove any grease buildup) 

242. Check lights and timers on all appliances 

243. Wipe down surface of exterior cupboards and drawers 

244. Wash and shine up hardware on cabinets 

245. If cupboards are old, consider giving them a fresh coat of paint, new handles and perhaps some interesting molding 
on the outside of the doors 

246. Cupboard doors close tightly 

247. Cupboard doors are straight when closed, adjust hinges to level out doors if needed 

248. Replace any broken handles 

249. Drawers open and shut without sticking 

250. Silverware and cooking utensil drawers are organized 

251. Wash the inside of drawers or add drawer liners if bottoms are in tough shape 

252. Add a box of baking soda in the refrigerator to absorb odors 

253. Throw out any expired food or old left-overs 

254. Kitchen sink is spotless 

255. Shine up kitchen faucet 

256. Use grout cleaner around sink and re-caulk if necessary  

257. Repair chips or knicks in countertops (or replace or recover if damaged too badly to repair) 

258. Clean any stains on countertop 

259. Scrub the cupboard under the kitchen sink 

260. Organize cleaning items into either a pail or on a special cleaning rack 

261. Repair any leaky faucets or under-the-sink pipes 

To Do 
Do
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262. Wash and wax floor. Remove old wax build-up 

263. If linoleum is worn, replace or cover with an area rug 

264. Clean curtains and window blinds 

265. Clean ceiling fan 

266. Clean light fixtures 

267. Copper, stainless or colored pot display is shining 

268. Organize pantry with boxes, cans and jars grouped together and placed neatly on the shelves 

269. Replace or remove any unhealthy plants 

270. Clean pet “dining area” 

271. Kitchen is well lit 

272. Dust the furniture 

273. Vacuum, shake and wash rugs (if needed) 

274. Sweep the floor 

275. Mop the floor (wax or brighten linoleum/vinyl floors, shine up laminate or tile) 

 

Personal List of Additional Items Not Mentioned Above 
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Finishing Touches – Staging – Icing on the cake!  

 
275. Colored glass bottles in the window 

276. A countertop arrangement of an open cookbook (maybe propped up on a stand), a cheery bowl of fruit and a vase 
 of fresh garden flowers 

277. New dish towels and matching pot holders (only bring them out when buyers are coming) 

278. Colorful burner covers on the stovetop (if stove looks a little rough and could use dressing up) 

279. A new area rug at the sink (only bring out when buyers are coming) 

280. Mini-blinds, café curtains or dramatic valance on the windows 

281. The overhead light on a dimmer switch 

282. The table set with bright place mats and napkins 

283. Strip lighting under and/or over the cabinets 

284. Window ledge with tiny terra-cotta pots of herbs 

285. Small basket with scented soaps 

286. Decorative tiles in splash area behind sink 

287. One cupboard with clear door to display glassware 

288. New sponges and dish rags in a decorative bowl by the sink (only bring out before showings) 

289. Cooking utensils hanging from a rack near the stove or in a decorative container beside the stove (only leave out if 
 they are in excellent condition, pick up a new set to set out if your current set is less than appealing) 

 

Personal List of Additional Items Not Mentioned Above 


