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NEW HOME 

Checklist 

LIKE AN OIL CHANGE FOR A CAR… 

Proper Maintenance on Your New Home is Essential 

Heating Systems: 

⎕ Check filters every month 

⎕ Have annual system maintenance service done one month before the heating season 

Electrical Systems: 

⎕ To prevent power outages, limit the number of appliances plugged into one circuit. 

⎕ Have your electrical panel evaluated for proper amount of amps to support the home and future needs along with 

tightening and/or inspecting current wires. 

⎕ Make sure electrical outlets near water (kitchens and bathrooms) are GFCI (the type with the reset button on it). 

Air Conditioning: 

⎕ Check filters every month 

⎕ Have annual system maintenance service done one month before the cooling season begins. 

⎕ Keep the condensing unit free of debris. 

Microwave: 

⎕ Do not use pans, tinfoil or dishes that are metal or have metallic trim. 

⎕ Only use mild soap and/or baking soda to clean the interior. Abrasive cleaners or scouring pads can damage the lin-

ing. 

⎕ Place a bowl of water in the microwave for a few minutes to help remove stuck on food. This will loosen anything on 

the interior of the microwave and allow you to wipe it clean easily. 

Refrigerator 

⎕ Clean the interior shelves, shell and gaskets every three months. 

⎕ Once a year, clean the coils on the back or underneath. 

Range/Oven 

⎕ To avoid damaging the burners, do not use extra-large/heavy cooking pots and pans. 

⎕ If you have a self-cleaning oven, do not use any other method to clean it. 

⎕ After running the self-cleaning option on your oven, wipe down the oven with a wet rag and make sure to wipe all the 

racks in the oven also. 

Dishwasher 

⎕ Mineral deposits on the heating elements can be cleaned with vinegar. 

⎕ Be sure dishes don’t block or damage the spray arm. 

Garbage Disposal 

⎕ To clean the disposal, push a full tray of ice cubes through it while running cold water. 

⎕ Always remember to run water during use and for at least 2 minutes after you finish. This prevents stoppages. 

⎕ If there is an odor coming from your garbage disposal. Cut up a lemon and place it in the garbage disposal and run for 

a minute or two, this will freshen up the smell and the citrus of the lemon will clean the blades. 

Washer/Dryer 

⎕ Clean the lint screen after each load of clothes has been dried and the unit is empty. 

⎕ Periodically clean the lint screen with soap and water to remove film that builds up over time (the film is not something 

you can see, it will extend the life of your dryer if you keep the lint screen clean. 

 Trash Compactor 

⎕ Replace the deodorant supply regularly to prevent odors. 

⎕ Wash out the bottom of the compactor periodically with disinfectant. 


